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Fact Sheet

About VisitDenmark, Denmark and sustainability
· VisitDenmark is Denmark’s national tourism organisation. It works to promote Denmark as a travel destination for business and leisure travellers and also as leading partner in developing tourism in Denmark at a local, regional and national level.
· VisitDenmark’s website www.visitdenmark.com is active in more than 20 different markets around the world and exits in more than 15 different languages. Last year, more than 5.8 million people visited the site to learn more about Denmark. That is more than the country’s current population.

· At www.considerdenmark.com it is possible for free to combine more than 20 pieces of footage about Denmark’s culture, climate, history, important cutting edge technology and world-leading know-how in areas of expertise such as energy and wind-power and download the combination as broadcast-quality films for presentations, television and web use. All clips are narrated in up to 14 different languages.
· At the website “Green Denmark” VisitDenmark has put together information concerning Denmark’s work with sustainability, eco-tourism and similar subjects. Find out more at http://www.visitdenmark.com/international/en-gb/menu/turist/inspiration/det-groenne-danmark/green-denmark.htm 

Welfairytales - the Danish pavilion at the World Expo 2010

· The Denmark Pavilion consists of an outdoor and an indoor area that are united in one circle. The pavilion aims to give visitors the chance to savour the best aspects of Danish urban life. E.g. there will be a number of Copenhagen City Bikes available for the guests to ride around on for free and guests will also be able to swim in the pavilion’s central salt water pool just like the harbour baths in Copenhagen harbour. 


· The pavilion is called "Welfairytales" - a blend of the words "welfare" and "fairy tales". The mermaid will make her Chinese debut at the pool.
· The Little Mermaid statue is one of Denmark's major tourist attractions and usually sits on a rock in Copenhagen harbour.

· The idea of the statue came to Carl Jacobsen, son of the founder of the Carlsberg breweries, after he became fascinated by a ballet about the fairy tale. Sculptor Edward Eriksen then created the statue, which was unveiled in 1913.
· Hoepfully, the Danes won't miss their mermaid too much - her stay in Shanghai will be filmed and screened back in Denmark. Meanwhile, Chinese artists have been invited to submit outstanding sculptures for public display during the six-month Expo event. One masterpiece will be chosen to take the Mermaid’s place as an important expression of Danish-Chinese cultural exchange and interaction.
· For more information about the statue of the Little Mermaid please visit http://www.visitcopenhagen.com/mermaid 
· For more information about free city bikes in Copenhagen and Danish bike culture please visit www.visitcopenhagen.com/bikes
World Expo in Shanghai 2010

· The world exhibition in Shanghai will open on May 1, 2010 and last until October 31, 2010.

· 200 countries and 70 million visitors are expected, making it the biggest World Expo yet.

· For more information please visit http://en.expo2010china.com/
About BIG – Bjarke Ingels Group

· BIG is a Copenhagen based group of more than 50 architects, designers and thinkers operating within the fields of architecture, urbanism, research and development.

· BIG has created a reputation for completing buildings that are programmatically and technically innovative as they are cost and resource conscious. In our architectural production we demonstrate a high sensitivity to the particular demands of contexts and mixed use programs.

· By practicing what Bjarke Ingels likes to describe as ’programmatic alchemy’, BIG often mixes conventional ingredients such as living, leisure, working, parking and shopping into new forms of symbiotic architecture. 

· The Mountain Dwellings which was completed in summer 2008, counts as one of the first realized examples of this practice. The project has been awarded several times, most recently as the “Best Nordic Architecture” by Forum Aid and as best Housing at World Architecture Festival in Barcelona. BIG House, a 62,000 m2 mixed-use project in one continuous loop of public space is expected to be completed in 2010. The 5,000 m2 Danish Maritime Museum respects its UNESCO setting in Helsingør to create an invisible icon. 


· In 2008 BIG also won the competition for the Danish Pavilion in the 2010 World EXPO in Shanghai. And recently, BIG opened their first Danish solo exhibition: “YES IS MORE” at the Danish Architecture Center in Copenhagen.

· These projects clearly represent BIG’s ongoing effort to free architectural imagination from habitual thinking and standard typologies in order to deal with the constantly evolving challenges of contemporary life.

· For more information please visit www.big.dk 
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